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By Paige Robertson

Every year millions of people gather together 
to watch the annual Macy’s Thanksgiving 

Day parade in New York City. People from 
all over the nation flood the streets to catch 
an up close view of the enormous balloons, 
the amazing performances, and the large 
marching bands that come from numerous 
states. Most individuals have shortened the 
name to Macy’s Day parade because it has 
become a part of our Thanksgiving tradition. 

The first Macy’s Day parade was in 
1924 on Christmas day. It was meant to draw 
attention to the Macy’s store. Macy’s workers 
dressed as clowns, cowboys, and other fun 
costumes. They even included Central Zoo 
animals and creative floats. This parade was 
six miles long and drew 250,000 people. It was 
then decided that the parade would become 
an annual thing.

Most people imagine the large 
balloons that engulf the view of the sky when 
they think of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
parade, but the balloons were not originally 
apart of the first parade. In 1927 Felix the Cat 

was the first helium filled balloon to ever take 
part in the parade. After the parade, Felix was 
let go into the sky. 

The parade continued to grow even 
through the Great Depression. In 1932 the 
first national radio broadcast took place, 
and by 1934 more than 1 million people 
were attending the parade. From 1942-
1944 Macy’s day parade was suspended due 
to World War II. The rubber that was used 
to make the balloons was donated to the 
military. After the suspension of the parade in 

1945, more than 2 million 
people attended.

Today the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day parade 
show cases 10,000 
participants. It takes 
another 4,000 volunteers 
every year to put together 
this celebration. NBC and 
CBS broadcast the parade 
nationwide. Five million 
Americans tune on TV and 
more than 3 million attend 
the festivity. The parade 
now includes high-profile 
musicians, high school 
bands, performers, and of 

course massive balloons. The parade starts its 
43 block journey at 77th street and central park 
west, and ends at 7th Avenue in Manhattan. 
This covers two and a half miles starting at 9 
A.M. and ending at noon. 

Before Americans slice the turkey 
and turn on the football game, families gather 
around the TV or huddle in the streets of New 
York to watch the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
parade. It is considered a tradition to most 
people, and loved by many. Millions of people 
enjoy watching the parade because of the 
great balloons and amazing performances 
that start of the meaningful, and fun-filled 
holiday. 
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By Ryah Young

The Plymouth colonists and Wampanoag Indians 
shared an autumn harvest dinner for the very first 

Thanksgiving in 1621. It is known that for the first 
meal the pilgrims had turkey, fruits and vegetables, 
fish and shellfish, potatoes, and pumpkin pie. The 
second Thanksgiving was held in 1623 to celebrate 
a long drought that threatened the harvest of that 
year. 

During the American Revolution, there 
were more than one day of thanksgiving. It wasn’t 
until 1789 when George Washington delivered the 
first Thanksgiving announcement by the national 
government of the United States. George had 
expressed his happiness for the end of the country’s 
war and being independent from New England. New 
York was the first state to have a yearly Thanksgiving 
holiday. 

November 23, 1939 Thanksgiving was 
celebrated on the second to last Thursday instead 

of being celebrated on the last Thursday. Franklin 
Roosevelt made this change after the NRDGA 
(National Retail Dry Goods Association) asked him 
to make the shopping season of Christmas one week 
longer. 

In today’s Thanksgiving, Americans consume 
46 million turkeys during the holiday. This would 
mean that 3 pounds of turkey to each person that 
participates in the dinner. With 16 pounds being an 
average per turkey, last year the turkey would weigh 
736 pounds in all. 

By Bailey Christoffersen

The history of Veteran’s Day 
begins during the time of 

World War I. The war officially 
ended on June 28, 1919 when the 
Treaty of Versailles was signed; 
however, the fighting had stopped 
seven months earlier when an 
armistice, or temporary cessation 
of hostilities between the Allies 
and Germany went into effect on 
the eleventh hour of the eleventh 
day of the eleventh month, thus 
November 11, 1918 is widely 
considered as the end of World 
War I.

 In November of 1919, 
President Woodrow Wilson 
pronounced November 11th as 
the first national celebration of 
Armistice Day, using the following 

words, “To us in America, the 
reflections of Armistice Day will 
be filled with solemn pride in 
the heroism of those who died 

in the country’s service and with 
gratitude for the victory, both 
because of the thing from which 
it has freed us and because of the 
opportunity it has given America 

to show her sympathy with peace 
and justice in the councils of the 
nations.” The original idea behind 
Armistice Day, or Veteran’s Day 
as it is more commonly known, 
was to be celebrated with 
parades, public meetings, and a 
brief postponement of business 
starting at 11:00 a.m.

 On May 13, 1938 an Act was 
put into place officially declaring 
Veteran’s Day a legal national 
holiday for honoring Word War I 
veterans. However, in 1954, after 
World War II and the fighting in 
Korea, the 83rd Congress amended 
the Act of 1938 by striking out the 
word “Armistice” and replacing it 
with Veterans. On June 1, 1954, 
November 11th became a day 
where veterans of all wars were to 
be honored. 
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By Destiny Long 

One of the most important days in US history that 
takes place every four years is quickly approaching, 

the 2016 Presidential Election. With a very wide range 
and array of candidates, the ballots could go in any 
direction. Some of the more well-known contenders 
are Hillary Clinton, Jeb Bush, Chris Christie, Ben Carson, 
Bernie Sanders, and Donald Trump. 

Hillary Clinton, wife of former president Bill 
Clinton, officially stated her campaign during the 
summer of 2015 and is actively trying to promote her 
goals to accomplish as commander in chief. Some 
of these goals include raising middle-class incomes, 
expand health care coverage, and helping put an end 
to Middle Eastern conflicts. She has already done quite 
a bit of groundbreaking political work and hopes to 
continue to lead the nation with a more formal title of 
president. 

Ben Carson, a renowned pediatrics 
neurosurgeon and physician, is another astounding 
candidate that has the hearts of millions. The film 
Gifted Hands is a documentary about one of Dr. 
Carson’s greatest achievements, the separation of 
twins that were conjoined at the back of the head. 
The exposé of Carson’s risky operation won him much 
favor worldwide. Dr. Carson hopes to create a more 
balanced federal budget in hopes to reduce our public 
debt, promote better education quality, appease the 
situation in Russia and the Ukraine, and much more. 

As the most talked about competitor, Donald 
Trump shocked the nation when he announced his 
campaign back in the fall of 2014. Trump came from 
a very successful business family and continued his 
father’s legacy by becoming a great entrepreneur and 
finance man. Obviously, America’s current economic 

Family Reading night 

By Paige Robertson

On November 4th, 
2015, parents 

of students and the 
community attended 
Family Reading Night. 
Family Reading Night 
took place during parent 
teacher conferences 
from 4-6 p.m. in the 
school cafeteria.

 Mrs. Holte, 
special education 
teacher, wants to 
promote the learning 
process of the Title 
1 program. This will 
engage parents to 
interact with their 
children. Snacks and 
free books were offered. 
The free books are given 
to encourage students 
to read. The activities on 
this occasion included 
three different tables. 
The first table had 
pirate theme. There 
were ten to twenty 
selections of books that 
were pirate themed, 

and a volunteer read 
a story. The students 
then created a pirate 
flag as their activity. 
The second table was 
about the Three Little 
Pigs which included a 
variety of stories for 
the children to enjoy. 
This activity included 
the students building 
their own house. The 
last table was Cinderella 
themed. Of course it 
had many selections of 
stories about Cinderella 
and a read a story to the 
students. The students 
enjoyed building a 
princess shoe or a prince 
crown.

 Even though 
this was a first year 
event, it was a great 
turnout. Students and 
the parents enjoyed 
the activities that were 
provided, and more 
activates are planned 
for the future. 

state appalls Mr. Trump, with reducing our public debt as one of his foremost political agendas. Health care 
and immigration reforms are also of the utmost importance for the Trump campaign.  

Tuesday, November 8 of 2016 is the day the polls officially open up. Voting, as always, will begin at 8 
AM and continue through 8 PM at the Froid Community Center for eighteen and older. Consider the options 
and make the choice that feels right. 
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By Ryah Young

The flu season can vary for everyone, b u t 
the main season for the flu is 

during winter. Sometimes 
the flu season can 
start in October. It is 
important to protect 
yourself from getting 
the flu. The best 
ways to do that is washing your 
hands with soap and water or using 
hand sanitizer. Also, try not touching y o u r 
nose, mouth or eyes. When coughing or sneezing 
make sure to cover your nose and mouth. Another 

way to protect yourself from getting the flu is by 
getting the flu shot from your local clinic. 

Each year around 
36,000 people will die 
from getting the flu. 
Kids under the age of 1 

and adults over the age 
of 65 and higher are in a high-risk 

of complications. According to Montana 
influenza summary, 2014-15 season 55.84-85.81 

people averaged having influenza. Also, it was 
reported that there were 24 deaths in the state of 
Montana.

By Anistyn Young

One of the most common knee 
injuries is the ACL. Lately, there 

has been many people who have torn 
their ACL. ACL stands for anterior 
cruciate ligament. Athletes who 
participate in sports are more likely 
to tear or sprain their ACL. If the ACL 
is tore, one should get surgery to fully 
repair the ACL. If an athlete tore his 
or her ACL during sports, most will 
get surgery right away, but some will 
just strengthen his or her knee and 
continue playing.
 About half of all the ACL 
injuries, there are other injuries that 
occur in the knee, such as articular 
cartilage, meniscus, or other 
ligaments. There are three different 
grades of sprains for an ACL. Grade 
1 sprain is when the ACL is mildly 
damaged; the ligament has been 
slightly stretched, but is still able to 
support the knee. Grade 2 is when the 
ligament is stretched to a point that 
it becomes loose. Grade 3 is when the 
ligament is fully tore, it has been split 
into two pieces and the knee joint is 
unstable.
 A couple different ways 

that a person can tear or sprain the 
ligament is when a person changes 
direction rapidly, stops suddenly, 
slows down while running, lands from 
a jump incorrectly, and direct contact 
or collision. Females have a higher 
rate of tearing their ACL over males. 
This is due to differences in physical 
conditioning, muscular strength, and 
neuromuscular control.
 If the ligament is tore, a 
popping noise might be heard and 
their knee might give out.  Within 
the first 24 hours, the knee will swell, 
if a person ignores the swelling and 
returns to sports, the knee is unstable 
and might lead to more damage to 
other parts of the knee such as the 
meniscus. Whether a person gets 
surgery or not, the ACL will need 
rehabilitation to help strengthen the 
knee.
 If a person is unsure whether 
the ligament is tore or not, he or 
she can go to a doctor to get an 
x-ray or MRI. A doctor will compare 
the injured knee to the non-injured 
knee. Most ligaments injuries can 
be identified through a physical 
examination of the knee.

If a person chooses not to get 

surgery, but still goes to a doctor, 
the doctor should provide a brace to 
help support the knee. The knee will 
not heal itself if one chooses to not 
get surgery, but the knee can regain 
strength. The doctor should also get 
the patient crutches to avoid putting 
any pressure on the knee. After 
getting used to the brace, one will still 
need to attend physical therapy. If a 
person decides to have surgery, the 
ligament will get repaired, then the 
patient should wear a brace, for at 
least a month, to help keep the knee 
stable. After surgery, the person will 
also need to attend physical therapy. 
Attending physical will help the 
patient regain the strength that was 
lost in the leg.

Weak knees can be in a 
families genes. Some kids from a 
family will inherit loose ligaments 
and flexible knee joints from their 
parents. Some people have knees 
that turn outward and landing wrong 
makes the ACL easier to tear because 
of the structure of the knee. There 
are many strength and balance 
training programs that are starting 
up to try and reduce the amount of 
knee injuries.

ACL Surgery
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By Michael Eylander

•	 Michael Jordan makes more money from NIKE 
annually than all of the Nike factory workers in 
Malaysia combined. 

•	 Nutmeg is extremely poisonous 
if injected intravenously.

•	 Leonardo da Vinci could write 
with one hand and draw with 
the other at the same time.

•	 An ostrich’s eye is bigger than 
its brain.

•	 26 states are listed across the 
top of the Lincoln Memorial on 
the back of the $5 bill. 

•	 There are 293 ways to make 
change for a dollar. 

•	 On a Canadian two dollar bill, the flag flying over 
the Parliament building is an American flag. 

•	 A dragonfly has a lifespan of 24 hours. 
•	  It’s impossible to sneeze with your eyes 

open, and if you 
try, you could 
p o t e n t i a l l y 
burst some of 
the capillaries 
in your eyeball.

•	 On average, 12 
newborns will 
be given to the 
wrong parents 
daily.

•	 It takes more calories to eat a piece of celery 
than the celery has in it to begin with.
•	 It’s possible to lead a cow upstairs...but not 

downstairs.

Fun Facts the haiRiest month 
oF all

By Bailey Christoffersen

Yet again, the 
month of 

N o v e m b e r 
is upon us 
and with it, a 
great string of 
c e l e b r a t i o n s 
such as 
V e t e r a n ’ s 
Day and 
Thanksgiving. 
H o w e v e r , 
this also 

means that No-
Shave November is 
here once again! No-
Shave November is 
the practice of not 
shaving for the entire 
month, but how did 
this global event all 
get started?
 S u r p r i s i n g l y 
enough, No-Shave 
November began 
in the year of 2004 
in Australia when a 
group of thirty men 
set up an event and 
all grew mustaches 

in order to raise 
awareness for 
prostate cancer and 
depression in men. 
This event is called 
Movember. While 
similar, Movember 
only allows men to 
grow mustaches 
unlike No-Shave 
November leaves all 
facial hair intact.

 N o - S h a v e 
November has been 
used as an event 
to raise money for 
various things such 
as sexual assault 
prevention to cancer. 
Lately this event has 
been sweeping across 
the world. As of now, 
many people use No-
Shave November as 
a time where people 
donate the money 
used to buy razors 
towards cancer 
prevention.
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